As stressed by the editor in his preface, in view of the fact that so much is continuing to happen in the fields of drug dependence and alcoholism it is very difficult to cover, adequately, the total range of modern trends in either field'. Of the 300 pages more than two-thirds deal with drug dependence, which is thus covered much better than it is possible to do in the one-third of the book concentrating on alcoholism. The contributors to this book are all experts in their fields, andillustrating the emphasis laid on the necessity for a multidisciplinary approach to the problems of alcohol and drug dependencethey belong to various disciplines: mainly psychiatrists, but also a professor of forensic medicine, a medical officer of health, pharmacologists, a nursing sister, a police inspector, &c.
Whereas the writers on alcoholism are all British, the contributors to the drug dependence section are partly from Great Britain, partly from the USA. The development of the drug problem and the methods of control and of management adopted in these two countries varied in many aspects, and it is thus of the greatest interest to read the accounts of attitudes to and of medical approaches to drug addicts written by British and American experts. As emphasized by Sir Denis Hill in his foreword, this book shows not only what is known and is being done but also how little is known, and thereby illustrates once more the overriding importance of research. Every doctor interested in the problems of alcohol and drug dependence will benefit greatly from reading this book.
M M GLATT
Coronary Heart Disease edited by Albert N Brest MD Cardiovascular Clinics Vol 1, No 2 pp xi+325 illustrated 75s Philadelphia: FA Davis 1969 Oxford: Blackwell Scientific This book is the second in a series of three on cardiovascular disease and Dr Brest, editor-inchief, is to be congratulated on assembling a distinguished panel of 28 authors. Each has written, either alone or in collaboration, one of 21 chapters and almost every aspect of coronary heart disease is discussed. In fact, the depth of description is considerable, sometimes overwhelming; one wonders when such dissected knowledge of the dietary management of hyperlipidemia can be of practical use, or if the Master two-step test demands a whole chapter. Some subject-matter tends to be repeated by different authors, such as the use of atropine, which is discussed three times in different sections. In a work of this sort personal views are bound to strike an odd note occasionally, and many would disagree with the faint praise given by one author for the effect of propranolol in angina pectoris. One omission is any reference to atrial pacing in the diagnosis and assessment of anginal pain. But these are minor criticisms, for this volume is a first-class production and provides an excellent contemporary view of the subject. It may be regarded as a reference work; the bibliography is comprehensive, the illustrations good and the price not exorbitant. CECIL 
